
From the Chairman…
Recently we had a group of YFC 
members attend the RABI Spring Ball. 
This was a fantastic night and fun was 
had by all. It’s so good to hear all the 
great work this charity does for the local 
farming community both physically and 
financially. With mental health at the 
forefront of all our minds, charities like 
RABI are vital for farmers and the local 
community. A big thank you must go 
to John Yeoman for his kind donation 
of £200 to DFYFC following our 
attendance to the ball.

South West Area is now over for 
another year and it was a great 
success for Devon YFC, with our 
members being placed in the top three 
of every competition. Congratulations 
to everyone that is moving forward to 
the national finals - I look forward to 

supporting you all at the next stage. It was a great honour 
to be able to pick up the overall trophy for the weekend 
- it’s brilliant to see all the hard work pay off for so many 
members in Devon.  I’d also like to personally thank our 
members for being so well behaved throughout the weekend 
- I hope everyone had a great time!

Finally, early in March I had Edward Humber come and 
present me with a cheque for £2000 from the NFU. This 
money gets put towards our officers training weekend, so it 
is greatly appreciated.   

 
Gareth Hutchings 
County Chairman
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Allin Bewes (1931 – 2019)
Allin Bewes, ex-County Chairman, Trustee and Life Vice-
president, passed away October 2019.

Allin joined the now defunct Shebbear Young Farmers Club 
in the 1950’s and enjoyed all it had to offer, being particularly 
successful at ploughing, stock judging and the speaking 
competitions.  He met Mum, Rachel, at the renowned ‘YFC 
marriage bureau’, marrying in 1959.  They were members of 
two of the first Club/County Exchanges, both with Lancashire – 
making friends that lasted a lifetime.

From Club, Allin went on to become County Chairman in 
1960/61 (the year his daughter, and future County Chairman, 
was born).  When the County built their own offices in the old 

Exeter Cattle Market, Allin was appointed one of the first Trustees.  He was also elected to be a Life Vice-president.

On leaving ‘club’ YFC, Allin maintained close links with YFC including training and judging various speaking competitions 
(right through to National finals) and stock-judging.  He was Club Advisor and then President of Shebbear Club.  He remained 
a Trustee of the County Building until County Office moved to Cheriton Bishop, and attended its’ Royal opening.

Post YFC Allin went on to be involved with the NFU (local, county and national), Milk Marketing Board (local and national) and 
local government.  All things he said he would not have been able to do without the training he received in/through YFC, and 
the friends he made.  He loved YFC and all it had to offer and was proud to call himself a member right to the end.

Penny Muxworthy (Bewes) 

Bampton YFC’s SWA Charity Tractor Run 
Bampton YFC set off on their tractor run at 7am on a wet and windy 
Thursday morning. The tractor then made various stops along the way, 
including Tiverton, The Devon YFC Building and Wadebridge, before 
finishing at 11.30am at Newquay on Friday the 6th March,  just in time 
for the SWA Competitions Weekend. The drivers consisted of Sam 
Thornton White, Tom Stevens, Adam Pike, Adam Cotter, Matthew 
Disney, Jack Branton, Paddy Parish, Ben Hawkins and Harry Toogood. 
Each driver helped with the fundraising effort and overall they 
managed to raise a whopping £3126 for Hospiscare. The boys would 
like to thank everyone for their support along the way and they hope to 
do a similar event in the future! 

Sam Thornton White 

Competitions Report 
Back in February, we held our Junior Reading 
competition at the Amory Building, thank you so 
much to Linda Bealey and Clare Edworthy for 
judging! Our under fourteens did a super job, with 
the following results: 

1st  East Devon A
2nd  East Devon B
3rd  South Dartmoor
Best Female   Rose McCombe (East Devon)
Best Male  Ollie Shute (South Dartmoor)

Following this we held our beginners’ beef and 
sheep stock judging practice by kind permission 
of the Dennis family. Many thanks to our hosts 
and Matt Crooke, Rachel Scott Douglas and Rob 
Weddon for training. This was a great success with 
many new faces having a go at stock judging. 

We then had the South West Area weekend in 
Newquay where I was so happy to see Devon 
well and truly excel, gaining a prize card in every 
competition (see full list of results).  Following these 
results, team Devon were crowned the overall 
winners of the weekend and I was delighted to be 
able to collect the trophy for the county with the 
most points overall in competitions! 

Michelle Batting 
Competitions Chairman 

SWA COMPETITIONS RESULTS  
MACE DEBATING 

Devon - 1st (Best Speaker - Jack Stuart)

JUNIOR READING 

East Devon - 1st 

JUNIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING

East Devon - 1st (Best Speaker - Zara Maynard)

INTERMEDIATE CALL MY BLUFF

North Devon - 2nd

JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Ellie Pincombe, Chulmleigh YFC - 3rd

SITUATIONS VACANT
Olly Murrain, Lewdown YFC - 2nd                        

SENIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Rosie Bennett, Honiton YFC - 1st

DRAMA 

Honiton YFC - 1st



April 2020   |  newsletter    3www.devonyfc.co.uk2    April 2020  |  newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk

Allin Bewes (1931 – 2019)
Allin Bewes, ex-County Chairman, Trustee and Life Vice-
president, passed away October 2019.

Allin joined the now defunct Shebbear Young Farmers Club 
in the 1950’s and enjoyed all it had to offer, being particularly 
successful at ploughing, stock judging and the speaking 
competitions.  He met Mum, Rachel, at the renowned ‘YFC 
marriage bureau’, marrying in 1959.  They were members of 
two of the first Club/County Exchanges, both with Lancashire – 
making friends that lasted a lifetime.

From Club, Allin went on to become County Chairman in 
1960/61 (the year his daughter, and future County Chairman, 
was born).  When the County built their own offices in the old 

Exeter Cattle Market, Allin was appointed one of the first Trustees.  He was also elected to be a Life Vice-president.

On leaving ‘club’ YFC, Allin maintained close links with YFC including training and judging various speaking competitions 
(right through to National finals) and stock-judging.  He was Club Advisor and then President of Shebbear Club.  He remained 
a Trustee of the County Building until County Office moved to Cheriton Bishop, and attended its’ Royal opening.

Post YFC Allin went on to be involved with the NFU (local, county and national), Milk Marketing Board (local and national) and 
local government.  All things he said he would not have been able to do without the training he received in/through YFC, and 
the friends he made.  He loved YFC and all it had to offer and was proud to call himself a member right to the end.

Penny Muxworthy (Bewes) 

Bampton YFC’s SWA Charity Tractor Run 
Bampton YFC set off on their tractor run at 7am on a wet and windy 
Thursday morning. The tractor then made various stops along the way, 
including Tiverton, The Devon YFC Building and Wadebridge, before 
finishing at 11.30am at Newquay on Friday the 6th March,  just in time 
for the SWA Competitions Weekend. The drivers consisted of Sam 
Thornton White, Tom Stevens, Adam Pike, Adam Cotter, Matthew 
Disney, Jack Branton, Paddy Parish, Ben Hawkins and Harry Toogood. 
Each driver helped with the fundraising effort and overall they 
managed to raise a whopping £3126 for Hospiscare. The boys would 
like to thank everyone for their support along the way and they hope to 
do a similar event in the future! 

Sam Thornton White 

Competitions Report 
Back in February, we held our Junior Reading 
competition at the Amory Building, thank you so 
much to Linda Bealey and Clare Edworthy for 
judging! Our under fourteens did a super job, with 
the following results: 

1st  East Devon A
2nd  East Devon B
3rd  South Dartmoor
Best Female   Rose McCombe (East Devon)
Best Male  Ollie Shute (South Dartmoor)

Following this we held our beginners’ beef and 
sheep stock judging practice by kind permission 
of the Dennis family. Many thanks to our hosts 
and Matt Crooke, Rachel Scott Douglas and Rob 
Weddon for training. This was a great success with 
many new faces having a go at stock judging. 

We then had the South West Area weekend in 
Newquay where I was so happy to see Devon 
well and truly excel, gaining a prize card in every 
competition (see full list of results).  Following these 
results, team Devon were crowned the overall 
winners of the weekend and I was delighted to be 
able to collect the trophy for the county with the 
most points overall in competitions! 

Michelle Batting 
Competitions Chairman 

SWA COMPETITIONS RESULTS  
MACE DEBATING 

Devon - 1st (Best Speaker - Jack Stuart)

JUNIOR READING 

East Devon - 1st 

JUNIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING

East Devon - 1st (Best Speaker - Zara Maynard)

INTERMEDIATE CALL MY BLUFF

North Devon - 2nd

JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Ellie Pincombe, Chulmleigh YFC - 3rd

SITUATIONS VACANT
Olly Murrain, Lewdown YFC - 2nd                        

SENIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Rosie Bennett, Honiton YFC - 1st

DRAMA 

Honiton YFC - 1st



April 2020  |  newsletter    5www.devonyfc.co.uk4    April 2020  |  newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk

CCoolliinn 0077779922  222277883388      
LLeess  0077885555  550077886622

With over 10 years experience of successfully running bars at hundreds of events catering
from 50 - 1500 guests, we have the professionalism and reliability you can trust.

All of our senior staff are qualified personal license holders, and are mostly from YFC 
backgrounds. So if it’s a ball, party, or wedding, you can be assured of our best service. 

iinnffoo@@hheeyywwooooddbbaarrss..ccoo..uukk

Agri Report
Hello Agri Fans,

Each year we are incredibly fortunate to be granted a 
place at the NFU Conference. This year Rosie Bennett 
represented Devon Young Farmers and once again we 
would like to thank NFU for this wonderful opportunity.  
In Rosie’s words; “It was a pleasure to represent 
Devon YFC at the NFU conference this year. As an 
industry we are incredibly lucky to be represented 
by such a role model in Minette Batters as NFU 
President. The farming industry is going to go through 
some difficult times over the next few years with the 
uncertainty of Brexit and the loss of BPS. The NFU are 
fighting the corner for British agriculture and if we all 
promote eating locally sourced food we will come out 
on top.”

We have recently had our Succession Planning evening 
which was a huge success. Thank you to everyone 

that came along to support the evening and I hope you all took something away from it. We were so fortunate to have such a 
talented array of speakers to enlighten you all. Christine Malseed started the evening by providing a great introduction to the 
topic and provided knowledge and guidance on how to start the conversation. This was followed by James Clack who explained 
the opportunities of tenant farming. Philip Woolfgang gave a great solicitor’s perspective on succession planning and Kate Bell 
provided valuable guidance on tax and other accounting issues to be aware of. Finally, Ian Caunter finished the evening off with 
opportunities for farmers in respect to grants and stewardship. 

See you all soon. 

Helen Bellew 
AGRI Chairman

Travel Report 
This month our travel team have started to sell raffle tickets - so please get in contact with your 
groups to snap them up! With our ‘Comedy from the Country’ event being cancelled due to the 
corona virus; we will be relying on our draw to raise funds for this summer’s scholarships. The 
prize list is increasing daily, so get involved! 

Hannah Frost 
Travel Chairman 

Sports & Social Report 
On the 21st of February we held our county commercial dance and 
cheerleading finals at QE School, Crediton. A massive thank you to 
all competitors for making such a strong competition and to all the 
spectators and judges for coming along and creating such a great night. 

Results are as follows: 

COMMERCIAL DANCE

1st North Devon 

2nd  Cruwys Morchard 

3rd  Cheriton & Tedburn

We also held the county bowling on the 28th of February at Tenpin 
Exeter. We had 19 teams over 2 sessions competing – see the table for 
the full list of results. Congratulations to Cheriton & Tedburn for winning 
overall and to Daniel Johnson from Axminster and Nicola Burrow from 
Cheriton & Tedburn for being our highest scoring individuals. 

We then had SWA weekend. Congratulations to our men’s 5-a-side 
football team from North Devon for coming first and our ladies netball 
team from Haldon coming 2nd, therefore both teams going forward to 
the national finals. Also, our cheerleading team from Tarka came 1st and 
commercial dance team from North Devon came 2nd. Congratulations 
to everyone who made the weekend such a success. 

Philip Palfrey
Sports & Social Chairman

CHEERLEADING 

1st  Tarka 

2nd Withleigh 

3rd  East Devon

Position Club Points

1st Cheriton & Tedburn 2 1326

2nd Whimple & Broadclyst 2 1322

3rd Whimple & Broadclyst 1 1281

4th Culm Valley 1 1145

5th Yarcombe 1138

6th Honiton 2 1134

7th Culm Valley 2 1120

8th Sid & Otter 1103

9th Axminster 1099

10th Honiton 1 1059

11th North Molton 1040

12th Newton St Cyres 998

13th Witheridge 968

14th Withleigh 961

15th Cruwys Morchard 946

16th Winkleigh 1 896

17th Kenn Valley 887

18th Winkleigh 2 782

19th Cheriton & Tedburn 1 711

Ten Pin Bowling Results

HIGHEST SCORING MALE 
Daniel Johnson (Axminster): 318 

HIGH SCORING FEMALE 
Nicola Burrow (Cheriton & Tedburn): 228 



April 2020  |  newsletter    5www.devonyfc.co.uk4    April 2020  |  newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk

CCoolliinn 0077779922  222277883388      
LLeess  0077885555  550077886622

With over 10 years experience of successfully running bars at hundreds of events catering
from 50 - 1500 guests, we have the professionalism and reliability you can trust.

All of our senior staff are qualified personal license holders, and are mostly from YFC 
backgrounds. So if it’s a ball, party, or wedding, you can be assured of our best service. 

iinnffoo@@hheeyywwooooddbbaarrss..ccoo..uukk

Agri Report
Hello Agri Fans,

Each year we are incredibly fortunate to be granted a 
place at the NFU Conference. This year Rosie Bennett 
represented Devon Young Farmers and once again we 
would like to thank NFU for this wonderful opportunity.  
In Rosie’s words; “It was a pleasure to represent 
Devon YFC at the NFU conference this year. As an 
industry we are incredibly lucky to be represented 
by such a role model in Minette Batters as NFU 
President. The farming industry is going to go through 
some difficult times over the next few years with the 
uncertainty of Brexit and the loss of BPS. The NFU are 
fighting the corner for British agriculture and if we all 
promote eating locally sourced food we will come out 
on top.”

We have recently had our Succession Planning evening 
which was a huge success. Thank you to everyone 

that came along to support the evening and I hope you all took something away from it. We were so fortunate to have such a 
talented array of speakers to enlighten you all. Christine Malseed started the evening by providing a great introduction to the 
topic and provided knowledge and guidance on how to start the conversation. This was followed by James Clack who explained 
the opportunities of tenant farming. Philip Woolfgang gave a great solicitor’s perspective on succession planning and Kate Bell 
provided valuable guidance on tax and other accounting issues to be aware of. Finally, Ian Caunter finished the evening off with 
opportunities for farmers in respect to grants and stewardship. 

See you all soon. 

Helen Bellew 
AGRI Chairman

Travel Report 
This month our travel team have started to sell raffle tickets - so please get in contact with your 
groups to snap them up! With our ‘Comedy from the Country’ event being cancelled due to the 
corona virus; we will be relying on our draw to raise funds for this summer’s scholarships. The 
prize list is increasing daily, so get involved! 

Hannah Frost 
Travel Chairman 

Sports & Social Report 
On the 21st of February we held our county commercial dance and 
cheerleading finals at QE School, Crediton. A massive thank you to 
all competitors for making such a strong competition and to all the 
spectators and judges for coming along and creating such a great night. 

Results are as follows: 

COMMERCIAL DANCE

1st North Devon 

2nd  Cruwys Morchard 

3rd  Cheriton & Tedburn

We also held the county bowling on the 28th of February at Tenpin 
Exeter. We had 19 teams over 2 sessions competing – see the table for 
the full list of results. Congratulations to Cheriton & Tedburn for winning 
overall and to Daniel Johnson from Axminster and Nicola Burrow from 
Cheriton & Tedburn for being our highest scoring individuals. 

We then had SWA weekend. Congratulations to our men’s 5-a-side 
football team from North Devon for coming first and our ladies netball 
team from Haldon coming 2nd, therefore both teams going forward to 
the national finals. Also, our cheerleading team from Tarka came 1st and 
commercial dance team from North Devon came 2nd. Congratulations 
to everyone who made the weekend such a success. 

Philip Palfrey
Sports & Social Chairman

CHEERLEADING 

1st  Tarka 

2nd Withleigh 

3rd  East Devon

Position Club Points

1st Cheriton & Tedburn 2 1326

2nd Whimple & Broadclyst 2 1322

3rd Whimple & Broadclyst 1 1281

4th Culm Valley 1 1145

5th Yarcombe 1138

6th Honiton 2 1134

7th Culm Valley 2 1120

8th Sid & Otter 1103

9th Axminster 1099

10th Honiton 1 1059

11th North Molton 1040

12th Newton St Cyres 998

13th Witheridge 968

14th Withleigh 961

15th Cruwys Morchard 946

16th Winkleigh 1 896

17th Kenn Valley 887

18th Winkleigh 2 782

19th Cheriton & Tedburn 1 711

Ten Pin Bowling Results

HIGHEST SCORING MALE 
Daniel Johnson (Axminster): 318 

HIGH SCORING FEMALE 
Nicola Burrow (Cheriton & Tedburn): 228 



April 2020  |  newsletter    7www.devonyfc.co.uk6    April 2020  |  newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk

OVER 100 YEARS 
OF DELIVERING EXCELLENT 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
IN DEVON AND CORNWALL

SPECIALIST 
FULL-TIME STUDY 
FOR SCHOOL 
LEAVERS

A WIDE RANGE OF 
APPRENTICESHIP 
VACANCIES

SPECIALIST 
DEGREES 
AVAILABLE ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

SPECIALIST
SHORT 
COURSES
FOR INDUSTRY

T: 0330 123 4784                      www.bicton.ac.uk                          www.duchy.ac.uk

WE OFFER COURSES IN:

VISIT OUR STAND 

AT THE DEVON 

COUNTY SHOW 

ON 21ST, 22ND

 & 23RD MAY 

PLEASE CHECK WHICH CAMPUS YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT IS OFFERED AT.

Bicton and Duchy Colleges offer residential accommodation for age 16+ on a 3, 4 or 5 night basis

• Agriculture 
• Animal Care 
• Apprenticeships 
• Arboriculture  
• Countryside & Conservation 
• English & Maths 

• Equine Management
• Floristry 
• Foundation Learning 
• Gamekeeping 
• Golf
• Horticulture 

• Land-based Engineering
• Military & Protective Services  
• Plant Operations
• Sport 
• Veterinary Nursing 
• Zoology 

Course Venue Start Date Duration Cost

Chainsaw Maintenance and Cross-cutting City & Guilds Award 
Level 2 Bicton College 18/05/2020 3 days £420

Felling and Processing Trees up to 380mm City & Guilds Award 
Level 2 Bicton College 11/05/2020 5 days £570

Skills For Life 
Devon Agricultural and Rural Training Trust assist 
the funding of education and training in rural 
and general life skills.  This funding is available 
for people of any age and may be in any useful 
life skill but will emphasise agricultural, rural and 
countryside activities.  To request an application 
form or for more information email  
devonartt@outlook.com.

Bicton College Courses

Prices are excluding the discount of 10% for 
YFC Members. Some courses will have separate 
assessment dates – contact the YFC Office for 
more information:

If you are interested in
receiving free support to
create a bespoke action
plan to help you navigate
these changes, then
please get in touch

FARMERS, ARE YOU
READY FOR THE

CHANGES TO YOUR
DIRECT PAYMENTS?

 If the answer is no, and you
manage a lowland grazing farm

in East or Mid Devon, we want
to work with you to help

support your transition to the
Environmental Land

Management (ELM) scheme

For more info: 
01392 381860 
farmingresilience@devon.gov.uk
bit.ly/farmingresilience 

FUTURE  FARMING  RESILIENCE
support available in East & Mid Devon

Due to the current situation with Covid-19, please call the office to check whether these courses will still be running.  
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Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the May 2020 newsletter is Friday 10th April 2020.

If you’d like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for longer term adverts.

(Excluding YFC diary dates)

Suppliers of Molassed 

Mineral licks and Supplements

   A Family run Business Manufacturing, selling 
   & delivering to farms across the South West.

   Bespoke mineral packages to suit each farm’s       
   needs, forage & Pasture analysis is undertaken         
   to ensure the correct mineral, Vitamin & trace      
   element package is selected.

   Based in Chard, Somerset, Established for 
   over 30 years

THE FIRST TO PRODUCE MOLASSED BLOCKS 

IN THE UK!

01460 239851          www.agri-wise.co.uk

17.03.20  COVID-19 UPDATE
Due to the announcements from the government and NFYFC on the 16th March 2020, all YFC club, county and national meetings 
and events will be suspended for an estimated 12 weeks, with immediate effect. 
This will include the upcoming county events including the Pub Sports Finals, Show & Sale, ‘Comedy from the Country’ and Field 
Day. We will look to reschedule the county programme when we are more aware of the situation and we will of course make sure 
that clubs will receive regular updates on this. 
We understand the impact these restrictions could have on YFC members, especially 
as so many already live in isolated areas and rely on their weekly meetings to socialise 
with others. It’s a good idea to use other ways to remain in contact with your YFC. 
Club officers should have the contact details of their members and could consider 
setting up a group on social media as a way for all members to stay in contact. 
If you are feeling anxious and would like to talk to someone confidentially, the 
Farming Community Network is available to call or email for more support. FCN 
is available from 7am to 11pm on 03000111999 or help@fcn.org.uk.   

LIKE NO 
UDDER

BRAND PARTNER


