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From the Chairman…
It has been a busy couple of months to start off 2020.
We attended a National Federation of Young Farmers
‘Your Future Counts’ Summit, this was to work on the
future of NFYFC and where it is heading. Should you
have any ideas on how you see the future of YFC,
please do get in touch with me.
I would like to say a massive congratulations to all the
members who took part in competitions throughout the
county at Drama and Member of the Year. Well done
to those who are going forward; I’m looking forward
to supporting them and all the other representatives in
competitions at South West Area. Well done to Michelle
and all the team who made the day such a great
success, it was a very enjoyable day had by all. Also,
thank you to Hannah Frost for all the photos!
The #wegrowfutures campaign is soon to be launched
in conjunction with the NFU. This is something we are

incredibly excited about, so please spread the message
and include the hashtag in all your posts for the events
and work you are doing throughout the county. Should
you wish to receive any marketing information or tools
please do contact the office so we can get this out to
you. It would be great to get the message out to the
public to showcase all the fantastic work our clubs
and county do for not only members, but the wider
community.
With record entries expected at this year’s show
and sale in April, I’m looking forward to seeing the
showcase of livestock that all the members have put so
much time and effort into. Please come and support
this fantastic day.

Gareth Hutchings
County Chairman

www.devonyfc.co.uk
The Devon Rural Hub, Amory Building, Cheriton Bishop, Exeter EX6 6JH
Tel: 01647 24120 Email: admin@devonyfc.co.uk
Supporting Devon Young Farmers

The Office is open: Mon-Thu 8:30am-4:30pm and Fri 8:30am-1pm
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Competitions Report
February saw many members take part in the Drama, Member of the Year and Five Minutes of Fame competitions! I was SO proud
to see the brilliant standard of competitors in all these competitions and I’m sure everyone will agree it was a very entertaining
afternoon! Thank you so much to the judges, stewards, stage managers Rob Cann and Adam Howe, and the Palace Theatre who
made the day a great success!
Results were as follows:
DRAMA
1st East Devon
2nd Exe Valley
3rd South Dartmoor
BEST ACTOR
Harry Rabjohns, Withleigh YFC
BEST ACTRESS
Fran Mobbs, Newton St Cyres YFC
SENIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR
1st Rosie Bennett - Honiton YFC
2nd Colin Tucker - Chittlehampton YFC
3rd Steph Colwill - Clawton YFC
JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR
1st Ellie Pincombe - Chulmleigh YFC
2nd Katie Davie - Newton St Cyres YFC
3rd Zara Maynard - Honiton YFC
FIVE MINUTES OF FAME
1st Rob Hill & Kim Crocker - Buckland Brewer YFC

Coming up we have two beginner stockjudging practices. These
will be a great opportunity to see what stockjudging involves and to
give it a try! Beef and sheep is on Sunday 1st March at Lower Cruft
Farm in Okehampton at 3pm, by kind permission of the Dennis
family. Dairy is on Sunday 22nd March at Dairyfield, Crediton at
2.30pm, by kind permission of the Jones family.
Preparations are also now well underway for the Show and Sale
which will be held on Wednesday 15th April at Exeter Market. The
day will be a great showcase of YFC with many clubs bringing their
stock along, it’s definitely a date for your diary!
Lastly, the Devon County Show is soon approaching and schedules are now out!! There are classes for everyone
from the best sandwich, to a farmyard survival kit in a shoebox and a giant jaffa cake! Entries close on 25th March,
so get these done as soon as possible! Don’t forget the shearing classes, a scholarship is available for the winner
so it’s well worth entering!

Michelle Batting
Competitions Chairman

www.devonyfc.co.uk

March 2020 | newsletter

Farm Business Management Competition: Top Tips!
The Farm Business Competition is back this year
and will commence on Thursday 26th March with
a tenancy training evening at the YFC Centre,
7.30pm. Clinton Estates are very kindly supporting
us with this competition and this evening will
consist of speakers explaining how to complete
an application for a tenancy, what the landlords
will be looking for and experiences of applying
from a tenants point of view. The competition will
follow in April with a farm viewing and there will be
a presentation evening to follow this.
Here are some tips from reigning farm business
management champions Meredith Hoskin and
Will Ayre:

What does the
competition involve?
Firstly, you visit a farm to get an idea of
what resources you have to work with.
Whilst at the same time looking out for
any potential business opportunities.
After the visit you need to prepare a
business plan, this will involve doing
lots of research into your business
ideas and producing figures which
support your plan. The final stage is an
interview with the panel of judges, they
will be trying to get a better idea of
your business plan and assess whether
you will be a good tenant.

What advice would you give
to future competitors?
Make the most of the farm visit. This is a
great opportunity to speak to the agents
and current tenants as their knowledge
will be invaluable.
The other most important thing to do
is research. You need to make sure
your business plan is well supported by
research, as areas without background
research are easy places for the judges to
find issues.

How will the competition
help you with your career?
Opportunities to get farm tenancies for
young people are sometimes few and
far between. So this will give you very
valuable experience in putting together
business plans for a real life situation.
This is a great competition and the judges
will provide very insightful feedback, good
luck to everyone who has a go!
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Travel Report
February saw our first travel event – our ‘Bingo and Bop’! It was a very successful
evening, a massive thank you to everyone who supported us. It was lovely to see
lots of faces at the bingo from across Devon!
Our members are in full fundraising swing, with various events being held within
the groups, so please keep an eye out! We also have our big raffle coming up, so
if you’re able to support our members in anyway, either by providing a prize or
buying tickets, please don’t hesitate to contact us!
Finally, would you be interested in the resurrection of the annual Devon ski trip? If
so, please let your Club Chairman’s know to feedback to the county team!

Hannah Frost
Travel Chairman

Sports Report
We held a night of Football on the 31st of January at Culm
Valley Leisure Centre. 5 men’s and 2 ladies teams had some
very competitive games of 5-a-side. Thank you to all the
competitors for coming along and well done to the North
Devon Men and East Devon Ladies for winning their respected
divisions. Good luck to the North Devon Men at SWA!
I look forward to reporting on how our 2 dance competitions
and bowling evenings have gone in the next newsletter.

Philip Palfrey
Sports & Social Chairman

With over 10 years experience of successfully running bars at hundreds of events catering
from 50 - 1500 guests, we have the professionalism and reliability you can trust.
All of our senior staff are qualified personal license holders, and are mostly from YFC
backgrounds. So if it’s a ball, party, or wedding, you can be assured of our best service.
C o l in 0 7 7 92 2 2 7 8 38
L es
0 7 8 55 5 0 7 8 62

info@heywoodbars.co.uk
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AGRI Report
Hello Agri Fans,
A huge thank you to everyone that came along and
supported the farm walk at Greendale. It was great to see
members from across all groups supporting the event. It was
fascinating to see the scale of their beef finishing unit and how
they embrace all the latest technology. The cattle handling
system in particular was very impressive. It is clear to see the
whole team are extremely innovative and enthusiastic about
the beef industry, which was demonstrated by the prime
cattle they are producing.
A farm walk has been organised at Matt and Pippa Smith’s
for the 12th of July. There are also a couple more walks in the
pipeline, I am just waiting for confirmation on dates. Keep
your eyes peeled on the Devon YFC Facebook page where I
will update you with all events coming up.
Show and sale is on Wednesday 15th April. This is set to be a
fantastic day so please keep your entries coming in!
If any members have farm visits they would like to go to,
please drop me a message and I will see what I can do to
organise.
See you all soon!

Helen Bellew
AGRI Chairman

Chittlehampton YFC
Chittle YFC have been busy fundraising for our
chosen charities this year. So we decided to
give something back to the members, by putting
money towards a go-karting trip!

Emily Pincombe

Meshaw YFC
Meshaw YFC held their 4th annual quiz and carvery on
the 7th February at the Sportmans Inn at Sandyway. The
evening was well attended with 102 tickets sold in total.
All money raised will be split between club funds, Devon
Air Ambulance and CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young). Our
next event will be our Big Breakfast on the 11th April in
South Molton Assembly Rooms, so it would be great to
see lots there!

Lucie Hoskin
Meshaw YFC Secretary
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OVER 100 YEARS

OF DELIVERING EXCELLENT
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
IN DEVON AND CORNWALL

R
REGISTE
R NEXT
FOR OU
S&
COURSE
E
S ADVIC
CAREER
EVENTS

SPECIALIST
FULL-TIME STUDY
FOR SCHOOL
LEAVERS

A WIDE RANGE OF
APPRENTICESHIP
VACANCIES

SPECIALIST
DEGREES
AVAILABLE ON
YOUR DOORSTEP

SPECIALIST
SHORT
COURSES
FOR INDUSTRY

REGISTER FOR COURSES & CAREERS ADVICE EVENTS
• Agriculture
• Animal Care
• Apprenticeships
• Arboriculture
• Countryside & Conservation
• English & Maths

• Equine Management
• Floristry
• Foundation Learning
• Gamekeeping
• Golf
• Horticulture

• Land-based Engineering
• Military & Protective Services
• Plant Operations
• Sport
• Veterinary Nursing
• Zoology

COURSES & CAREERS ADVICE EVENTS DUCHY COLLEGE 21ST MARCH BICTON COLLEGE 28TH MARCH
BICTON COLLEGE LAMBING SUNDAY 15TH MARCH
Bicton and Duchy Colleges offer residential accommodation for age 16+ on a 3, 4 or 5 night basis
PLEASE CHECK WHICH CAMPUS YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT IS OFFERED AT.

T: 0330 123 4784

www.bicton.ac.uk

www.duchy.ac.uk

www.devonyfc.co.uk
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Supporters
Club Draw

Rural Plus
Chairman and Secretaries, don’t forget that
Rural Plus is still there to be delivered to
your members. For any Clubs that may have
had this last year, refreshers are available if
you’d like a reminder or need a little nudge
on information.

We held the Supporters Club draw
at the County Drama finals at the
Palace Theatre in Paignton on the 15th
February. We are pleased to announce
that the following supporters have won
£100 each:

For any clubs who haven’t had this before,
this is a 1.5 - 2 hour course, talking about
mental health, our communication and how
we can support those around us who may
be struggling. It’s delivered by a member
of FCN and a YFC trainer, so hopefully a
friendly face that you’ll recognise. If you’d
like to book in an evening, please email the
office dates that are good for your club and
we will get back to you!

Lucy Berisford
Gemma Bealey
Nigel Pincombe

The next Supporters Club draw will be
held at the Devon County Show in May.

Alice Giles

Skills For Life
Club Reminder: If your club completes a Skills for Life
Course, please send skills@devonyfc.co.uk a list of the
member’s names and a short explanation of the course. This
will enable us to record the course against your club on the
County Skills for Life Record and to produce certificates for
those who have attended.

Bicton College Courses

Prices are excluding the discount of 10% for YFC
Members. Some courses will have separate assessment
dates – please contact the YFC Office for more
information:

Course

Venue

Start Date

Duration

Cost

Chainsaw Maintenance and Cross-cutting City & Guilds Award
Level 2

Bicton College

23/03/2020

3 days

£420.00

Chainsaw Maintenance and Cross-cutting City & Guilds Award
Level 2

Bicton College

27/04/2020

3 days

£420.00

Tree Climbing and Rescue City & Guilds Award Level 2 CS38

Bicton College

16/03/2020

6 days

£625.00

Aerial Cutting of Trees with a Chainsaw Using Free-fall Techniques
City & Guilds Award Level 3

Bicton College

14/04/2020

3 days

£420.00

Safe Handling of Pesticides PA1/6

Bicton College

20/04/2020

3 days

£430.00

Safe Handling of Pesticides PA1/2

Bicton College

20/04/2020

3 days

£470.00
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Diary Dates
March
1

Beginners Beef & Sheep Stockjudging at Lower Cruft Farm, Okehampton, EX20 3BT, 3pm.

4

AGRI Succession Evening at the Amory Building

6-8

South West Area Weekend – Newquay

13

Axminster YFC St Patrick’s Disco, Perry Street Club, 9-1am

13

Newsletter Deadline

15

Axminster Annual Charity Big Breakfast – Axminster Guildhall

21

Whimple & Broadclyst Crealy Ball

22

Beginners Dairy Stockjudging at Dairyfield, Down St Mary, Crediton, EX17 6EA, 2.30pm

25

Chittlehampton Bingo – Umberleigh Village Hall, eyes down 7:30pm.

26

Tenancy Training Evening @ YFC centre, 7:30pm

29

Lewdown YFC Tractor Run. 10am – starting from Lewdown Victory Hall.

April
3

Lewdown YFC Traffic Light Disco, 9pm @ Lewdown Victory Hall.

5

Honiton YFC’s Charity Farmers Breakfast 8am-2pm @ Broadhembury Village Hall

9

Withleigh YFC Easter Remedies. 9:30pm-2am. Last entry for unders 10:30pm & overs 12am.

13

Lewdown YFC Easter Bingo, Lewdown Victory Hall, 7:30pm.

15

Devon YFC County Show & Sale @ Exeter Market

16

Withleigh YFC Easter Bingo, eyes down 7:30pm.

17

Yarcombe YFC Disco

18

Travel Team Comedy Night

19

Newton Abbot Tractor Run from 11am starting in Widecombe in the Moor.

21

Bow YFC Easter Quiz @ Waie Inn

Suppliers of Molassed
Mineral licks and Supplements
A Family run Business Manufacturing, selling
& delivering to farms across the South West.
Bespoke mineral packages to suit each farm’s
needs, forage & Pasture analysis is undertaken
to ensure the correct mineral, Vitamin & trace
element package is selected.
Based in Chard, Somerset, Established for
over 30 years
THE FIRST TO PRODUCE MOLASSED BLOCKS
IN THE UK!

LARGE ANIMAL
VETERINARY
SERVICES

01460 239851

www.agri-wise.co.uk
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Invest in health

RYO
SER
INCL VICE
UDIN
G IVF

- Don’t pay for disease’

Studying Agriculture or a related subject?
Resident in Devon, Cornwall or Somerset?

Services includes:
• Nutrition
• Fertility
• Mastitis Control
• Lameness Control

• Young Stock Management
• Disease Prevention and Control
• Bull Breeding Soundness Examination
• Farmer Training

Educaonal Bursaries of up to £1,000 per annum are available to students
resident in Devon, Cornwall or Somerset studying agriculture (& related subjects)
including aspects of livestock breeding, husbandry and welfare.
Preference will be given to those studying at First Degree level, although
applicaons from Foundaon Degree/Extended Diploma courses are welcome.
For an applicaon pack for the academic year commencing September 2020,
please email darnggtoncbt@
@gmail.com or download a pack from the website.
Applicaon closing date – 30 April 2020

www.dcbt.co.uk

darngtoncbt@gmail.com

Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the April 2020 newsletter is the 13th March 2020
If you’d like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for longer term adverts.
(Excluding YFC diary dates)

