MAY 2020

NEWSLETTER
FROM THE CHAIRMAN:
Currently Covid 19 has altered the way in which YFC runs, but nevertheless numerous clubs are still active,
whether that’s helping in the local community or online. This is fantastic to see and goes to show that YFC
never stops!

There has been everything from Totnes delivering hot lunches to the elderly 5 days a week, to my own club
Clawton YFC delivering medication for people unable to travel, and much more! Also we have seen the
majority of clubs within the county take part in the loo roll challenge, including one by our very own county
team. This is a great bit of fun during these uncertain times. We have seen several members try their hand at
online meetings which is a great way to keep in touch. I’ve also seen a lot of clubs take part in online quiz
nights - I look forward to taking part in one soon.

I know farming can’t stop, so please try and stay safe as possible
and follow the government’s guidelines. A big thank you must go to
all the key workers out there either in YFC or in the wider community,
especially those putting others’ lives first and working for the NHS.

I hope you all stay safe and well, don’t forget there’s always
someone on the other end of the phone if you need someone to talk
to. Don’t be afraid to pick up the phone, no one is alone during this,
we are all in this together.

Gareth Hutchings
COUNTY

CHAIRMAN

WWW.DEVONYFC.CO.UK

THE DEVON RURAL HUB, AMORY BUILDING, CHERITON BISHOP, EXETER EX6 6JH
TEL: 01647 24120 EMAIL: ADMIN@DEVONYFC.CO.UK
THE OFFICE IS OPEN: MON-WED 8:30AM - 4:30PM & THU 9AM-3PM
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COMPETITIONS REPORT
I hope you are all keeping well amongst the crazy times of Covid-19.
Sadly our competitions schedule had to be cancelled in the middle
of March, however in an effort to keep YFC competitions alive, we
are excited to be planning some competitions virtually!

We have just launched our Online Stock Judging Competition kindly
sponsored by Mitchells Chartered Accountants. This involves
watching videos of the stock and sending in your orders and reasons
to the Devon YFC Facebook Page. If you don’t want to give reasons –
then you can still send in your order to have a go. Once the four
classes have been completed, we will be adding up all the scores to
crown our champion senior and junior stock judgers. The champions

£50 prize money each, along with the best novice who
will also receive £50 – even more reason to get involved!
will receive

You will have also seen that there are weekly challenges being set by NFYFC, from cake baking to converting
something old into something new. I've seen some fantastic entries from Devon members so do keep those coming in!
Follow the National Federation of Young Farmers Clubs Facebook page for more information on these.
Stay safe everyone, and do get in touch if you'd like any competition ideas for your clubs during lockdown!

Michelle Batting
COMPETITIONS

CHAIRMAN

AGRI REPORT
Hello Agri Fans,

I hope everyone is well and staying safe. It is such uncertain times for us all at
the moment, but please try and stay positive.

It was hugely disappointing that this year’s show and sale at Exeter Livestock
Centre had to be cancelled. I know members put a huge amount of time and
effort into rearing and preparing their stock ahead of the big day. We hope
that the Virtual Livestock Show was a good alternative to ensure all your hard
work does not go without recognition.Obviously, the coronavirus has also put
a stop to all farm walks and this year’s Agri-trip which was planned for June.
We hope the Agri-trip can be rearranged for later in the year when restrictions
have been lifted.

We are trying to keep spirits high by posting virtual farm tours. You will have
seen Emily Ackland (pictured) sharing a fantastic video of her life at home on
the farm and it would be great to get as many members as possible involved,
so please get in touch if you would like to share your farm videos.

We look forward to seeing you all when this is over.

Helen Bellew
AGRI

CHAIRMAN
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VIRTUAL LIVESTOCK SHOW
On the 29th April Devon YFC held their first ever Virtual Livestock Show.
With the Show & Sale at Exeter Market being cancelled due to Covid-19
restrictions, we moved our efforts online so that our member's can still show
off all of their hard work!

We had a total of 93 entries across 6 different classes and a record number
of people visiting our social media accounts to follow the results across the
day.

The results are as follows:

Supreme Beef Champion - James Westcott Culm Valley YFC
Supreme Beef out of Dairy Champion - Mark Pearse Honiton YFC
Supreme Dairy Champion - Charlie Trivett Axminster YFC
Supreme Ewe & Lamb Champion - Henry Rich Kingsbridge YFC
Supreme Tame Lamb Champion - Lydia Hopper Withleigh YFC
Supreme Pig Champion - Lauren Sanders Culm Valley YFC
Overall Supreme Champion - Mark Pearse Honiton YFC

A massive thank you to every member that
competed in our virtual show and made it such a
huge success. Also, thank you to Mole Valley
Farmers for being our main sponsor, as well as the
team at Kivells for judging all of our entries and
the extra prize money! Kivells would like to
congratulate every member who got involved and
look forward to welcoming you all at Exeter
Market for the Show & Sale in 2021!

TRAVEL REPORT
Unfortunately, this month we have had to officially
postpone both our senior and junior travel
scholarships. More details on what the travel
programme for 2021 will look like will be released
when we have more info, however those that had
a place on the scholarship this year will definitely

We all need to have some fun, so I have made a little anagram quiz
for you to attempt. All the words are YFC travel related!

1. Peerou
2. Mstneo aeir
3. Newdes
4. Panilear
5. Tmoiur jnae

Talvai
Earlsde
Cohssaphilr
Knimre ioagmsem
Atsy Fase Atys Ohem

(Hint: Please do this so we can get our
teams abroad next year!)

still have a place for a trip next year. We also
apreciate that we have already done lots of
fundraising, so every penny that has been raised

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Answers on the back page!

will be rolled on to next year's travel fund.

Hanah Frost
TRAVEL

CHAIRMAN
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We have been so impressed by the amount of
clubs offering their support to their local
communities during Covid-19. Whether this is
delivering food and medical supplies to vulnerable
people or just providing a friendly voice over the
phone to those that are feeling isolated.

Haldon YFC have also recently launched 'Haldon Helps' who have listed all the villages on their facebook page where
they have members offering to help those in need!

The county office has comprised a full list of contact details of those clubs offering support, so please contact the
office to see if we have details of a club in your area that can offer some support during these unprecedented times.
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DARTMOUTH YFC
Hope (pictured) is one of Dartmouth YFC’s youngest members
and decided to do some charity work whilst stuck at home. She
ran an entire marathon around her garden (845 laps!) in 5
hours and 42 minutes across three days, raising over

£250

for Cancer Research UK! Here is what she had to say about her
incredible achievement:

Why did you want to raise money for Cancer Research
UK?
I wanted to raise money for Cancer Research in memory of my
grandad. I also wanted to raise money for my Uncle Patrick who’s
currently in remission.

How difficult was it? Running for more than five hours is
a very long time!
I ran it over three afternoons, after I had finished my school work. I
didn’t find it too difficult, because I’m used to long distance running.
However the last 20 laps I started to feel my legs really hurting!

You’re a member of Dartmouth YFC - is your club staying connected in new ways?
Yes, we are doing the NFYFC cake making competition, a weekly quiz in the club and talking through our group chat every
day.

Have you had any other plans for ways to keep busy in isolation?
I might do Mount Everest up the stairs next!

Keep up the great work Hope!

NEWTON ST CYRES YFC
Newton St Cyres have been busy over zoom,
having held a club quiz and bingo night.

Their club secretary, Victoria Boxhall-Hunt has
been knitting baby hats for the Neonatal Unit at
the RD&E and many members have been
getting involved with the NFYFC isolation bake
off challenge. Check out this amazing Jaffa
Cake made by junior member Lily May!

WWW.DEVONYFC.CO.UK

Coping with the stresses of Covid-19
Yellow Wellies UK have created a really useful guide
offering tips & tweaks for your daily routine to help you take
care of your mental wellbeing. To download the full guide
go to www.nfumutual.co.uk/about-us/coronavirus/mentalwellbeing
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OVER 100 YEARS

OF DELIVERING EXCELLENT
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
IN DEVON AND CORNWALL

SPECIALIST
FULL-TIME STUDY
FOR SCHOOL
LEAVERS

A WIDE RANGE OF
APPRENTICESHIP
VACANCIES

SPECIALIST
DEGREES
AVAILABLE ON
YOUR DOORSTEP

SPECIALIST
SHORT
COURSES
FOR INDUSTRY

SUBJECT AREAS ON OFFER:
• Agriculture
• Animal Care
• Apprenticeships
• Arboriculture
• Countryside & Conservation
• English & Maths

• Equine Management
• Floristry
• Foundation Learning
• Gamekeeping
• Golf
• Horticulture

• Land-based Engineering
• Military & Protective Services
• Plant Operations
• Sport
• Veterinary Nursing
• Zoology

Bicton and Duchy Colleges offer residential accommodation for age 16+ on a 3, 4 or 5 night basis
PLEASE CHECK WHICH CAMPUS YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT IS OFFERED AT.

T: 0330 123 4784

www.bicton.ac.uk

www.duchy.ac.uk
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If you are feeling anxious and would like to talk to someone confidentially, the

Farming

Community Network is available to call or email for more support. FCN is available
from 7am to 11pm on 03000111999 or help@fcn.org.uk.

Travel Anagram Answers:
1.

Europe

2.

Senior team

3.

Sweden

4.

Airplane

5.

Junior Team

6.

Latvia

7.

Leaders

8.

Scholarship

9.

Making memories

10.

Stay Safe Stay Home

Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk

Deadline for the June 2020 newsletter is Friday 22nd May
If you'd like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a

£70 fee per month. More competitive rate for

loner term adverts.
(Excluding YFC diary dates)

